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Summer News 

 

Newsletter No. 32 Summer 2009  
 

SCA Goes 

Global 
 

Stroud Community Agriculture is the 
new cover story of Rural Co-operatives, 
the magazine of the US Department of 
Agriculture.* 
 

Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ŀ 
few hard copies in the packing shed 
when they come. 
 

The farm has also been included as a key 
feature of an academic report into 
sustainable community carried out by 
Cardiff University.  
 

Both the Soil Association and the 
Plunkett Foundation ς ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
supporter of co-operative enterprise in 
our rural area ς  are proud to use SCA as 
a case study. 
 

And now a South Korean TV company 
say they are impressed by what they 
have read about us. Watch this space! 

*On the web at: www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/pub/openmag.htm 

 

Free Drystone -Walling Course  At Hawkwood  
The Royal Agriculture College and Hawkwood College have funds available to run a free two-day 
drystone-walling course for members of SCA. We would like to repair our boundary wall in the pig 
field (above the car park). We need at least seven farm members for this course to run. You have 
to be a member of SCA and the course will have to run sometime in June. Please contact me to 
register your interest and availability. 

Katie Lloyd-Nunn - 01453-759034  - katie@hawkwoodcollege.co.uk 
 
 

STOP PRESS Book these crucial dates for your summer diary 

Farm Camp Saturday 22 August 2009; BBQ Saturday 12 September - both at Hawkwood. 
And remember the Farm Workdays  on 27 June at Hawkwood, 25 July at Brookthorpe,  

22 August at Hawkwood, and 26 September at Brookthorpe. 
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News From The Veggie Plots  
 

We have had a stunning spring this year, 
plenty of sunshine, could have done with a 
bit more rain, but all the veg is growing 
well. We are just at that time where 
everything begins to kick off in the garden, 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÒÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÈÕÎÇÒÙ ÇÁÐȭȢ 4ÈÅ 
spring greens, broad beans, calabrese and 
spinach are beginning to mature now and 
there are carrots and 
beans in the 
polytunnels.  
 

We have almost finished 
planting all of the 
summer crops and will 
soon be planting the 
autumn and winter 
crops. We have another 
plot in the field at 
Brookthorpe under 
cultivation this year, 
and all the crops 
planted so far are 
looking much healthier 
than in the previous 
years (a testament to an 
improvement in the soil 
and the good spring 
weather). We have had 
the soil tested again at Brookthorpe and it 
shows a good balance of micronutrients 
ÁÎÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ 7Å ÁÒÅÎȭÔ Çrowing any 
new crops this year, just growing more of 
the same to increase our supply and reduce 
the amount that we have to buy in. 
 

I would like to make special mention of the 
walled garden. Thanks to the hard work of 
many people it is looking particularly 
beautiful and productive at the moment. 
We have managed to cultivate almost all of 
it this year and it is looking very tidy and 
clean. (I have worked in the walled garden 
on and off over the last 10 years and it is 
looking as good as I have seen it). There is 
ÓÔÉÌÌ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÖÅÒ 
the years we improve it yet more. 
 
 

Unfortunately, after all this good news, I 
have to write about the bad news of the 
vandalism at Hawkwood. We have 
experienced a few incidents of vandalism 
there over the past months and this 
culminated with an act of arson on the bank 
holiday weekend when our rotovator and 
mower were set on fire. These machines 

were kept in the 
polytunnel and the fire 
spread and completely 
destroyed the polytunnel 
plastic and some of the 
wooden framework. All of 
the tomato and bean 
plants in the tunnel were 
spattered with melted 
plastic but they all seem 
to have survived. We 
have swept up all of the 
melted plastic that 
covered the soil and have 
begun cleaning down the 
framework. The new 
plastic has now arrived 
(at a cost of £350) and we 
will recover the tunnel as 
soon as possible (this will 

take a few days all in all, with the cleaning 
up, the repairs, and then reinstating the 
doors and windows etc). It is not possible to 
insure the tunnels against storm or 
malicious damage, but the machines are 
insured. The police are now aware about 
these attacks and are increasing their 
patrols of the college grounds. 
 

Well back to some positive news. Sam has 
now arrived and has begun work with us. 
As I wriÔÅ ÔÈÉÓ ,ÁÕÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȟ ÈÅȭÓ 
leaving next week. I think that we are all 
ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÅÅÌ Á ÂÉÔ ÌÏÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÒÅÆÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅȭÓ 
gone, he has been so busy on the farms, 
right up to the end.  Anyway welcome Sam, 
I trust that you realise what a tough act it is 
ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ȣ ) ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÕÐ 
for it. And you have a very good staff team 
and community to support you.                      
Mark

 


