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Summer News 
 

Newsletter No. 33 Autumn 2009 
 

 
Letter from Sam 

 
Dear All 
I am writing to you as your new farmer, 
having taken over from Laurence in June. I 
would like to thank Laurence for the strong 
foundations the farm has been built on, and I 
look forward to continuing his work. 

I was born and raised in Stroud and, as a lad, 
helped out at Kolisko Farm, which is now our 
Brookthorpe site. After school I studied 
Biodynamic/Organic farm management at 
Emerson College in East Sussex. During my 
time at college I met my wife Kalihi. 

After graduating I lived and worked at 
Tablehurst Farm before moving to Oregon in 
the US. In Oregon I managed my in-lawsÕ 
property and farm as well as running my own 
small farm business. There we had our two 
daughters, Rowen and Eliza. 

When we heard about the job at SCA, we 
thought it far too good an opportunity to pass 
up. For me this is a lifelong ambition and 
dream: to farm a mixed farm producing food 
for the community. 

I feel like I am settling in well. I especially 
enjoy the early mornings, feeding the pigs. It 

is a lovely time of day, and pigs are always 
happy to see someone with a bucket of food.  

The cows are looking very well at the 
moment. Paul, an Aberdeen Angus bull, is 
visiting - so we can expect calves in the 
spring. The sheep are looking healthy. I plan 
to expand the flock to bring the numbers into 
balance with the cows. I have heard people 
express an interest in poultry. This is 
something I would like to do if there is 
enough community support.  

I would like to thank everyone for this 
wonderful opportunity. I look forward to 
being your farmer and developing this farm 
and community together with you. 

Sam Hardiman 

 
Harvest Celebration 
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From the SCA Visitors’ Book: We all went 
away with our heads spinning with admiration 
for what you have achieved and how we might 

do something similar! 
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News From The Veggie Plots 
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Wanted: Diesel 4X4 Pick-up 
SCA needs a new farm vehicle. 
Laurence had his own truck, which 
he naturally took with him, so now 
we are sharing Mark’s.  What we 
need is a four-wheel drive diesel 
with a pick-up type body. If you 
know of one, have one to sell, or 
want to lend one to SCA, phone Sam 
on 07792 934348. 

New Gloucester veggie pick-up? 
V/0*&+*$R&**:(2$P.4(F/#4$.F$.0*(#()*(4G$

&"-.)N"(W,A+/)=+/="9$
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Core Group 
 

C:(#($&#($(.<:*$/F$")$/0$*:($+/#($<#/"61$7((*.0<$/0($('(0.0<$&$7/0*:=$>*$(&+:$7((*.0<$2($<(*$&$

#(6/#*$&-/"*$*:($F&#7$&04$*:(0$4.)+"))$&,,$*:/)($.))"()$*:&*$)"66/#*$*:($)7//*:$#"00.0<$/F$PV>=$$
$

P.7/0$%&09)$ b3adf$g3fhbg$ $

P.7/0$\A4(#$ b3adf$dbahbi$ )=#A4(#W&#*0"+,(")=/#<$

>04A$O/0()$ b3ad5$gab5d3$ 7(*&7/6:W/0(*(,=+/7$

R/,,A$P+/**?V&*/$ b3ad5$ihai5b$ 7/,,AW<&.&0(+/0/7.+)=/#<$

O")*.0$C&.*$ b3ad5$ihfjjb$$ B")*.0*&.*W:/*7&.,=+/7$

\.+:&#4$P2&00$ b3ad5$ihddgg$ #)2&00W*.)+&,.=+/="9$

P"($@&0+($ b3ad5$idfbhg$ )")&04&0+(W<//<,(7&.,=+/7$

R&#9$%&##.)/0$ b3ad5$idfaga$ 7&#9W6,"7*"+9(#=+/="9$

P"($8&9(#$ b3ad5$idifdj$ )"(=-&9(#W*&,9*&,9=0(*$
$

$

X/#$7/#($.0F/#7&*./0$6,(&)($+/0*&+*$O&4($/0$B&4(-&):F/#4W:/*7&.,=+/7$

 



Stroud Community Agriculture Newsletter, Autumn 2009, No. 33 

 4 

Stroud Community Agriculture – How it has Shaped My Life
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4.)*&0+($ *:(A$ &#($ 6#(6&#(4$ */$ 2&,9$ */$

)/7(/0(D)$:"*$I2:.+:('(#$F&7.,A$:&)$-#(2(4$

*:&*$2((9J$*/$4#.09$*:(.#$-((#=$$

E$&7$6,(&)(4$*:&*$7A$S+/77"0.*AD$:&)$,&#<(,A$

-(+/7($ *:($ 6(/6,($ E$ +&0$ 2&,9$ /#$ +A+,($ */$

7((*$&04$):&#($*:($)&7($F//4$&04$-((#[$

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%5#/6%7',,/8%

 

Food Festival 
PV>$ 4.4$ .*)$ -.*$ F/#$ *:($ P*#/"4$ X//4$ X()*.'&,$

*:.)$ P(6*(7-(#$ -A$ ,&A.0<$ /0$ &$ )6,(04.4$ 88l$

.0$ *:($ )"0):.0($ I)(($ -(,/2J=$ Q(&4.0<$ &$

-#.<&4($ /F$ ).HH,.0<$ +//9)1$ P6&#9A$ *"#0(4$ PV>$

7(&*$.0*/$&$F(&)*$Z$&04$'(<$.0*/$7/#($)&,&4)$

*:&0$A/"$+&0$):&9($&$)*.+9$/F$+(,(#A$&*=$K:&*$

2.*:$&$F&#7$*/"#1$*#(($#.4()$F/#$*:($9.4)1$&04$

)/7($ /F$ T#(<D)$ P*#/"4$ 8#(2(#A$ &,($ F/#$ *:($

<#/20)<'.*$2&)$Z$*:&09)$*/$&,,$.0'/,'(4$Z$N".*($

*:($6(#F(+*$4&A=' 
 
Campfire Gossip 
RA$ F.#)*$ .76#())./0)1$ &F*(#$ -(.0<$ &$ 7(7-(#$

F/#$/0($2((91$&#($'(#A$6/).*.'(=$E$:&4$7A$F.#)*$

-&<$ /F$ F//4$ Z$ ,.9(4$ *:($ '&#.(*A1$ ,.9(4$ *:($

N"&0*.*A=$E*$)((7)$&,,$<//4$*/$7(=$$

>04$2($</*$*/$+/7($&04$6.+9$.*$"61$2:.+:$2&)$

F"0$F/#$*:($9.4)$&)$2(,,=$

$

V/7.0<$*/$*:($F&#7$4&A$*/4&A$:&)$-((0$0.+(1$

()6(+.&,,A$ F/#$7A$ 4&"<:*(#$ Z$ ):($ 4.4$ &,,$ *:($

2/#9=$>04$0/2$2($&#($<(**.0<$#(&4A$*/$+&76=$
$

8(,/0<.0<$ */$ *:($ F&#7$ 2.,,$ :&'($ 7&0A$

-(0(F.*)$F/#$")=$%&'.0<$*:($/#<&0.+$'(<$2.,,$-($

/0($/F$*:(71$&)$2.,,$:&'.0<$.*$(&).,A$&++()).-,($

Z$ 2($ 2.,,$ -($ 6.+9.0<$ "6$ F#/7$ *:($ _&.0)2.+9$

E00=$>04$*:(0$+/7.0<$4/20$:(#($Z$2($,.'($.0$

U6,&04)$ Z$ 2($ +&0$ +/7($ /'(#$ &04$ )(($ *:($

F//4$2:(0('(#$2($F((,$,.9($.*=$

9:"2%;%'*%<)*=/#("-')*%0'-.%>#"*<'(
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Stroud Community Agriculture 
 

?@01&.#0'A4'B08-.C0'*.'D.A#'A#'%#$'0#D.&'*+0'=%1C<'A#-8"$A#E'#.#FC0C/014G''
'

K($ &#($ ,//9.0<$ F/#$ 0(2$ 7(7-(#)$ F/#$ *:($

F&#7=$ _,(&)($ *(,,$ ('(#A/0($ A/"$ 90/2$ &-/"*$

")=$ EF$ A/"$ 90/2$ /F$ &0$ ('(0*$ /#$ )/7(2:(#($

*:&*$ A/"$ *:.09$ 2/",4$ -($ <//4$ F/#$ ")$ */$

6#/7/*($ *:($ F&#71$6,(&)($ ,(*$ *:($ +/#($<#/"6$

90/2=$K($2/#9$*/$*:($F/,,/2.0<$6#.0+.6,()G$

¥ ?)% (@AA)#-% )#6"*'<% "*:% 3'):8*"2'<%

"6#'<@,-@#/B%

¥ ?)%A')*//#%"%*/0%/<)*)2'<%2):/,%3"(/:%)*%

2@-@",% 3/*/C'-% "*:% (."#/:% #'($% "*:% /*(@#/%

-."-%-./%C"#2/#(%."=/%"%:/</*-%,'=/,'.)):B%

¥ ?)%3/%C@,,8%'*<,@('=/B%D)0%'*<)2/%(.",,%*)-%/E<,@:/%"*8)*/B%

¥ ?)% 3/% -#"*(A"#/*-% '*% ",,% )@#% "CC"'#(B% % ?)%2"$/% :/<'(')*(% )*%

-./%3"('(%)C%<)*(/*(@(%0./#/=/#%A)(('3,/B%%?)%(-#'=/%-)0"#:(%()<'",%F@(-'</B%

¥ ?)%/*<)@#"6/%A#"<-'<",%'*=),=/2/*-%)*%",,%,/=/,(B%

¥ ?)%)CC/#%)AA)#-@*'-'/(%C)#%,/"#*'*6G%-./#"A8%"*:%#/H<)**/<-'*6%0'-.%-./%,'C/%)C%-./%/"#-.B%

¥ ?)%*/-0)#$%0'-.%)-./#(%-)%A#)2)-/%<)22@*'-8%(@AA)#-/:%"6#'<@,-@#/%-)%)-./#%<)22@*'-'/(%"*:%

C"#2(%"*:%(."#/%)@#%,/"#*'*6%I3)-.%/<)*)2'<%"*:%C"#2'*6JB%

¥ ?)%/*<)@#"6/%K-#)@:%+)22@*'-8%96#'<@,-@#/%2/23/#(G%'*%<)H)A/#"-')*%0'-.%-./%C"#2/#(G%-)%@(/%

-./%C"#2%C)#%-./'#%'*:'=':@",%"*:%()<'",%"<-'='-'/(%"*:%</,/3#"-')*(B%

¥ ?)%:/=/,)A%"%*)*H/E<,@('=/%(/*(/%)C%<)22@*'-8%"#)@*:%-./%C"#2B%

%

Farm Workdays 
C:()($&,*(#0&*($-(*2((0$%&292//4$&04$8#//9*:/#6($/0$*:($F/"#*:$P&*"#4&A$/F$(&+:$7/0*:=$$

!"#$%&#'()*$V(,(-#&*./0$.)$/0$Sunday 18th October, 1 to 3pm, at Brookthorpe Village Hall. 

C:(#($2.,,$-($&0/*:(#$X&#7$C/"#$&*$%&292//4$/0$fa*:$!+*/-(#=$$

$

 

I visited Stroud Community Agriculture. My eyes were on stalks. NT spokesperson 

 

H0#01%8'?#I"A1A04'J'K#=.1C%*A.#'

V,&.#($&04$_&",$P:(#.4&0G$bgad$adgbg3a''

.0F/WP*#/"4V/77"0.*A><#.+",*"#(=/#<'

222=P*#/"4V/77"0.*A><#.+",*"#(=/#<$
'
 

L0C/014+A9'M$CA#N'O%1.8'L%*+0B4'

7(7-(#):.6WP*#/"4V/77"0.*A><#.+",*"#(=/#<'
$

$

P0B480**01N'51%#-A4'H./0&'

F#&0+.)=</-(AW6:/0(+//6=+//6$
 

 

Caught red-handed in tomato heaven! 


